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EEES THOMAS AND MAKTHA AWBEEY, EAELY 
SETTLEES IN MEEION. 



BY GEORGE VAUX. 

Rees Thomas and Martha Awbrey seem to have arrived 
in America late in the year 1691, both being passengers in 
the same vessel with a large number of other persons, mem- 
bers of the Society of Friends. They were engaged to be 
married prior to their departure from England. Rees 
Thomas appears to have been a native of Monmouthshire, 
a district closely bordering on Wales. The certificate fur- 
nished him by the Friends of Chepstow (a town not far 
from Bristol, from which emigrant vessels frequently sailed) 
testifies that he " had been very serviceable upon the ac- 
count of truth in all honest designs," and " one that walked 
according to the order of truth from his first convincement." 
And also that he was " of a meek and quiet disposition and 
well beloved of all sort, [and] descended of a good family." 

Martha Awbrey was descended from an ancient Welsh 
family, which, for many generations, had been seated in 
Brecknockshire. The pedigree of the family is preserved in 
an ancient roll or chart, dated 1633, in the hands of an English 
descendant. The chart also contains pedigrees of various 
families allied by marriage to the Awbreys, together with 
designs of coats of arms, about sixty in all. The Awbrey 
pedigree traces descent from Saunders de St. Awbrey, brother 
of Lord St. Awbrey, Lord Marshall of France and Earl of 
Boulogne, who came into England in 1066. The name 
seems to have been Teutonic, and was formerly Alberic or 
The White King. Sir Reginald Awbrey, knight, son of 
the former, " came to the conquest of Brecknockshire with 
Bernard Newmarke in 1092, by whom he was granted the 
manors of Aberkynfrig and Slwch" [Slough]. 
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From Sir Reginald the descent of the family property is 
traced through twelve names, most of which represent gen- 
erations, to Richard Awbrey, of Aberkynfrig, who died in 
1580, having previously sold the ancient seat of the family 
at that place. His son, Richard Awbrey, married Anne, 
daughter of William Vaughan, and in right of his wife be- 
came Lord of the Manor of Llanelyw. He died in 1646, 
and was buried under the floor of the chancel of the church 
of Llanelyw. His grave is covered with a flat tombstone, 
forming part of the pavement, which has upon it the fol- 
lowing inscription : 

" Here lyeth the body of Richard Awbrey of Llanelyw 
Gent, who married Anne Vaughan daughter to William 
Vaughan of Llanelyw, who had issue William, Richard, 
Thomas, John, Theophilus and Elizabeth Died the 23 day 
of September 1646." 

The combined arms of the Awbrey and Vaughan families 
are also carved on the stone, and the inscription, as far as it 
precedes the statement of issue, runs around the four sides 
of the tablet, beginning at the top, and terminating at the 
upper end of the left-hand side. 

Richard Awbrey (the second) had several children, as 
above stated, of whom William, the eldest, and Thomas, the 
third son, as well as their father, were Puritans and Parlia- 
mentarians. The second son, Richard (the third), was an ad- 
herent of the king, and a clergyman, being vicar of Bough- 
rod in Radnorshire. William had no son, and the Llanelyw 
estate being entailed, the heir to it was the second brother, 
Richard. In order to keep the property in the hands of the 
descendants of Puritan stock, William, finding his death 
likely to be near, hastily married his only daughter, Eliza- 
beth, to her first cousin, William, the oldest son of his 
brother Thomas, both of them then being under age. This 
was in 1646, about a year before his decease, and by his will 
he sought to place his son-in-law in the position of a son of 
his own. Richard, the clerical brother and heir in tail, in- 
stituted legal proceedings to recover the property, but the 
matter was finally settled by arbitration, apparently in such 
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a way that the youthful couple, William and Elizabeth Aw- 
brey, were able to retain the Llanelyw estate. 

It is probable that William Awbrey was a member of the 
Society of Friends. It is certain that his sons, Richard and 
William (the latter of whom married Letitia Penn for his 
second wife), and his daughter, Martha, belonged to that 
religious denomination. He had ten children by his wife 
Elizabeth. He died in 1716, aged ninety, and was buried in 
Llanelyw churchyard, where is still to be seen an altar-tomb 
erected over his remains, with the following inscription : 

" Here lyeth the Body of William Awbrey of Llanelyw, 
Son of Thomas Awbrey Gent. Married Elizabeth daughter 
of William Awbrey. Had issue Ten. Richard, William, 
2 Thomas, Theophilus, Anne, Mary 2 Martha & Elizabeth 
Departed this life in Hope of a Joyful Resurrection, the 16 
of December 1716 aged 90." 

The figures 2 before the names Thomas and Martha in- 
dicate that there were two children of these names. There 
are tombstone inscriptions at Llanelyw, showing that the 
first Martha died in 1662, and the first Thomas in 1669. 

Rees Thomas settled in Merion, where he acquired a con- 
siderable body of land, upon parts of which the present vil- 
lages of Bryn Mawr and Rosemont stand. He was married 
to Martha Awbrey at Haverford, on the 18th of the Fourth 
Month, 1692. The phraseology of the marriage certificate 
evidently presents the very words used by the parties when 
taking each other in marriage. The following extract is 
given : 

" The said Rees Thomas solemnly declared, friends I am 
standing here in the presence of God and before you I do 
take Martha Awbrey to be my wedded wife and by God's 
assistance do promise to be true and loving and faithful 
unto her and to behave myself unto her as becomes a man 
to behave himself towards his wife so as to continue till death 
part us. In like manner the said Martha said — I am here 
in the presence of God and before you I also take Rees 
Thomas to be my husband and I do promise to love him 
and make much of him till death part us." 
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A few years after their marriage, Rees and Martha Thomas 
wrote jointly to her aged father. The original of this letter 
is still preserved in the hands of a descendant. It is dated, 
" Ye 29th day of y e 2d Mo 1695," and is addressed, " Most 
dear & tender Father." The following extracts will be found 
interesting, the original spelling being preserved : 

" Our dutyfull and harty Respects salute thee hopeing 
these few lines will find thee in good health as I & my 
wife & two children are all this present time — my son 
Aubrey was borne y" 30th day of y" 11th month and y" 
fourth day of y e weeke 1694 his mother and he now very 
harty praysed be to y" Lord for ye same I doe understand 
y' thou were not well pleased y* my oldest son [Rees] was 
not caled an Aubrey. I will assure thee I was not against 
it, but my neibors wood have him be caled my name, 
being I bought y e Land and I So beloved amongst them. I 
doe admite to what thee sayes in thy Letter y* an Aubrey 
was beter known than I : though I am hear very well 
aquanted with most in those parts, he is y 8 first Aubrey in 
Pensilvania and a stout boy he is of his age, being now a 
quarter. My unkle John Bevan came over very well and a 
good voyage he had, he tould me he had seen thee twise, 
which we were very glad of thy well keeping in years and 
also hopeing noe vexation nor trouble will come upon thee 
upon either hand which will be a great exercise to us to hear 
of nothing but what will atend to thy goodness : hopeing 
my brother Richard and his wife will make much of thee in 
thy ould age, thy dater & I would wish to see thee hear and 
I hope wood be a nurse to thee in thy ould age — I was now 
very sorry to hear of y* death our brother William his wife, 
where in ther was great commendation of her integrity in 
y" truth by severall hear y* knows her and I will writ to him." 

" I have been very weake in body y e Last winter having 
a great fite of sickness, but y e Lord pleased to recover me 
& bring me up agen blessed be y e Lord for his goodness & 
tender delings to me both outwordly & inwordly : my wife 
had her health very well all a Longe since shee came to y e 
country." 
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" I lost much time in going to faires and markets. "Wil- 
liam Fishier of Rose formerly [is] now Living in Phila- 
delphia." 

" Thy dater desires thee to aquaint her of her age in ye 
next letter. My son Rees Remembers his Love to his 
Granfather and also to his nanty Anne, he doth speake 
very Liberally but unkle is a hard word for [him], his Love 
is to Richard, a brave bould boy he is now without a mayd 
servant for they are very scarce hear, upon noe terms an or- 
dinary man of seven or eight pounds att Lest and cannot 
have them upon no account." 

" I had about 16 score busels of wheat this year. I have 
15 heds of cattle, six horses what dyed this winter, for it 
was a hard winter, they say they never saw y° like of." 

In addition to the two children named in the foregoing 
letter, Rees and Martha Thomas had a third son, "William. 
Of these, Rees and William left descendants. Awbrey 
visited England and married Gulielma, the only daughter 
of "William Penn, Jr., and grand-daughter of the Pounder. 
He did not long survive his marriage, and died without 
issue, probably in England. 

Rees Thomas survived his wife a number of years. Martha 
died in 1726. 1 After her death a small book was published 
by S. Keimer, entitled " A collection of Elegiac Poems de- 
voted to the Memory of the late virtuous and excellent 
Matron and worthy Elder in the Church of Christ of the 
Society of Friends Martha Thomas, late wife of Rees 
Thomas of Merion of the County of Philadelphia in the 
Province of Pennsylvania and Daughter of "William Awbrey 
of Llanelieu in the County of Brecknock in Great Britain 
who departed this life the 7th of 12th Mo. 1726/7." 

A modern edition of the same, bearing the above title, was 
printed by Lydia R. Bailey, Philadelphia, 1837. 2 

'Martha Thomas was buried in the burial-ground adjoining the 
old Friends' meeting-house in Eadnor, the ninth of the Twelfth 
Month, 1726. 

2 Any one knowing where a copy of either edition of the above work 
can be seen will confer a favor by informing the writer. — G. V. 
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[Since the foregoing was in type a copy of the reprint of 1837 of the 
" Elegiac Poems" above referred to has been placed in my hands. These 
poemg, three in number, are of a low order, and valuable only as indi- 
cating the character of Martha Thomas, to whose memory they are 
" devoted." 

The compiler has prefixed to the poems an address to the reader, 
which constitutes a fair summary of the points of character brought to 
view. The following extracts from this address are appended : 

" We are told in the sacred oracles, ' that the righteous shall be had 
in everlasting remembrance ;' and there is the highest reason for it ; that 
their virtues might shine, as so many lights, to direct others in the paths 
of truth and holiness." 

" The subject of the following lines was a person who comes under 
the character before mentioned, who as her life was exemplary, so her 
memory is and will be precious to all those who were acquainted with 
her." 

" Her whole life was a continual monitor and was as a preacher, 
whether considered as a wife, a mother, an elder in the church, a mis- 
tress, a neighbor or a friend." 

" As her life was righteous, so her death was sweet and the Father of 
mercies was graciously pleased, according to her desire to favor her with 
her [faculties] even to her last moments."] 



